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1. The Disease Situation in Thailand :  
1.1. Surveillance protocol for COVID-19 

From 3-23 January 2020, the Department of Disease Control has been implementing its surveillance protocol by fever screening of travelers from all direct flights 
from Wuhan, China to the Suvarnabhumi, Don Mueang, Chiang Mai, Phuket and Krabi airports. On 24 January, the screening protocol began to be implemented at Chiang Rai 
Airport. The screening protocol has expanded to cover all arrival and departure flights at Suvarnabhumi airport since 29 January 2020. The accumulated data, until 17 February 
2020, showed 1,236 flights and 113,201 passengers and air crew members from China were screened for the disease. For the screening protocol outside the airports, there 
were 7,329 people from 345 ships arriving from affected areas that were screened at five seaports (Bangkok, Laem Chabang, Chiang Saen, Phuket and Samui) from 1 January 
1 to 17 February 2020.  

The screening implementation at Suvarnabhumi Airport has also been applied among arrival travelers from all countries for both arrival and departure flights. From 
29 January to 17 February 2020, an accumulated number of screening people was 1,907,923 and found 12 of those people met a case definition criteria of PUI. There were 
76,158 people screened at five seaports. Since February 1, 2020, there were 511,441 people that were screened at 34 ground ports. A total of 44,165 people renewing their 
passports at the Government Complex Commemorating His Majesty at Chaengwattana Road were also screened from 30 January to 17 February 2020.  

Among 138 Thai people traveling back from Wuhan, China since 4 February 2020, there were four PUI and all of them were referred for treatment at Queen Sirikit 
Naval Hospital. The laboratory testing of all PUI showed negative results for the virus causing COVID-19. All four PUI were in good health conditions on 16 February 2020. One 
person got sick during the quarantine period and the laboratory results showed positive results for the virus causing COVID-19 and the patient is being treated at Chonburi 
Hospital. This patient is still in good health. However, the virus causing COVID-19 was still detected from the laboratory testing on 17 February 2020 and the sample was 
collected to repeat the laboratory testing on 18 February 2020.  

1.2. Situation of patients with suspected symptoms of COVID-19 in Thailand 
 On 18 February, 2020 at 18.00, 75 additional people met the criteria for patients under investigation and an accumulated number of 10 PUIs in Bangkok (between 

January 27 to February 12, 2020) raising the 85 additional PUI for today as shown in the following table: 
Table: Results of screening implementation to detect patients with suspected symptoms of COVID-19 

Situation Total number of 
PUI 

Total number of people who met the criteria of patients under investigation (PUI) 957 

･ Detected from the airport screening  
(Suvarnabhumi: 40, Don Mueang: 10, Phuket: 6, Chiang Mai: 1, U-Tapao: 1) 

58 

･ Sought medical services on their own at hospitals  
(Private hospitals: 479 cases, Government hospitals: 410 cases) 

889 

･ Notified by hotel residences, the Erawan Medical Center, local universities and tour groups 10 

Total number of people who met the criteria of patients under investigation (PUI) 957 

･ Under treatment (Private hospitals: 34 cases, Government hospitals: 66 cases) 100 

･ Recovered from their illnesses and discharged from the hospitals 856 

･ Monitoring of symptoms at OPD/PUI’s home 1 

Confirmed cases 35 

Recovered and discharged from hospitals 17 
Being treatment 18 

Severe cases 2 

Deaths 0 

2. Thailand Precautions:  
On 22 January 2020, The Department of Disease Control (DDC), Ministry of Public Health (MOPH), Thailand scaled up the Emergency Operations Center to Level 3 

to closely monitor the ongoing situation both at the national and international levels. The MOPH has also strengthened the surveillance system by screening travelers 
from Wuhan for viral pneumonia by strictly thermal scanning passengers for detecting fever and respiratory symptoms at Suvarnabhumi, Don Mueang, Chiang Mai, Krabi, and 
Phuket international airports. Moreover, surveillance and preparedness to respond to emerging infectious diseases have been enhanced in the government and 
private hospitals, and areas of tourist attractions. There is ongoing cooperation between the Ministry of Transport, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Tourism 
and Sport, the Royal Thai Police, and the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation, the Office of the Prime Minister, the Ministry of Interior, and security 
agencies. The MOPH also coordinates with WHO and ASEAN member states to exchange information and measures. Thailand has shared experiences in surveillance to 
neighboring countries to demonstrate how Thailand can efficiently implement prevention and control of emerging communicable diseases with the highest standards. 

On 23 January 2020, the Travel Alert for the coronavirus outbreak was raised to Level 3. The MOPH recommends that travelers avoid all non-essential 
travel to outbreak areas. Furthermore, the English situation reports, and related information sheets were disseminated through the DDC Viral Pneumonia 2019 website 
(https://ddc.moph.go.th/viralpneumonia/intro.php). 

On 3 February 2020, a meeting of the National Committee for Emerging Infectious Disease Preparedness, Prevention and Response was convened by the 
Thai Prime Minister. He has instructed all relevant agencies and all provinces to take all comprehensive measures to prevent COVID-19 in every part of the country. All 
provinces in Thailand were requested to regularly report the results of their work. 

https://ddc.moph.go.th/viralpneumonia/intro.php

